For better
or worse

Moving with the times is part of
the job for people working in the
wedding industry.

GENEVIEVE PAIEMENT

eddings used 1o be |::L].:- formal affairs, as
w;:n'.l;('lﬁﬂ.ﬁl:-:t': and silted as the ubbguitous
multitiered fruitcake with the miniatume gleaming
white Roman cofumans. But times have changed and
Auistrallans are choosing to say °1 da” a linle differently,
hany peaple working in the wedding industry today are
self-siarters wih saw a jrap in the: market and declded 1o fill
it. offering services to match new wedding trends and
traditions. Dfs who doable as wedding MCs are as commomn
as the live band, wedding planners often take care of all the
ietalls and civil wedding celebrants have taken ground
drom the parish priest.

Dressmaker Liza Merton, based in Newiown, launched
ther unconwentional Culture Shock beidal wear theee years
o, “Friends of mine were desperately looking for
-m]:ﬂ.lnng different from the white dress and staried
lasking me o make something for them,” she explains
*1'd been around the world three times and always picked

up beaatihal fabrics from India and [apan. We do
Westermstyle couture gowns, bul made with ethnic or
exotic fabrics and details”

Meston, 35, says working in the wedding business affers
a sense of reverence and appreciation lacking in

mainstream fashion, “11's a ot sbewer paced - it takes four to
gix moanths o create o gown, leading up o such a ‘-Eﬂ‘t"ﬂﬂ
mammient. Most of iy clients are in thieir 305, 0 they don't
wani ‘the perfect white dress’. They just wan to have a
realby great party, ol & hig stuffy thing full of religious
formalities. The old-fashioned wedding is becoming rare”

* And who has the time to plan an old-fashioned wedding
io enteriatin 500 frlends and family members? Hince many
fual |r|:.en. ||::d_|.j_:|l HEE CHE ||r|'..'l!'l'| .i||||| wirk |-.|r|:.: fuous L 8 1;II!
VIR |_|f '.-|-1_1||;||r||; Eﬂ.ulu: s ar ini .'|'|1"|i1'._é.:.'!r in IJ"EII.III-:l
Debarah Taliani Terde is an Ttalian-ham wedding plangess
vohvo started the Sydney company [ust Get Marsied! two
VEars agn. omelimes | oo |"..'|'r':|"I:|'|:I'|F for thesm, sometines
I provide specific services and they do the rést,” Taliani Terie

& sense of reverence: Lisa Merton says most of her clients aren’t after the “porfect white dress™,

says of her work, whidh involves planning weddings in
Australia and Itaby. *I do everything from finding venues
and rllluli:ﬁrd]]l"!l:!l Lo working with them on their '-"-'I'ddil1|::
day. I also find suppliers and get quotes from them.”

Taliani Terie, who used to work in advertising and events
mansgement in London, says experience is the most
important attribute of a good wedding planner. “You have
1o gain a kot of customer service and people skills and be

If you think DJing weddings is as easy
as slinging CDs and flirting with
desperate bridesmaids — think again.

very, very patient” she says. "It's good to gain experience
worklng in event management companies or in the
restaurant business, where you deal with people. There Is no
suech 1]|.ir|g &5 a4 natural-bom l.'l.'r'i'.|||'.|1|.'I |:||.r|||r|le‘| — Vorll ALt
galn experienoe.

Anthur Spooner has 3o years experience in the wedding
baskness. Onw of the founders of the mobile 0 company
Mobnedise, Spoonies started the venoure “just for fun. T
started ouf as a hobby My mates and | used to D) parties on
weekends for Friends” They quickly realised that the
wedding industry was whera the momey was, But i wou
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think Ding weddings is &s easy as slinging CDs, swilling
free champagne and firting with desperate bridesmaids -
think again.

Wedding Dfs are frequenthy asked to act as MC as well,
s0 4 certain amount of public speaking know how is
iecessary, Oh, anvd forget about creative integrity — you lave
no choice in what songs you play. "These days, brides and
grooms wani to choose their own misic,” Spooner says.
“And it tends 1o be current, top 4o stuff”

Conducting the ceremony used to be the strict dormaln of
religious officlals. But not any mone the numiber of
marriage ceremonies being conducted by priests hns
dropped dramatically in the past few years. According to the
Australian Bureau of Statistics, g5 per cent of marriagpes
were performed by civil celebrants in 2002, compared with
30 per cent in 1582,

In Australia, the TAFE Civil Marriage Celebrant shor
course |s compulbary if you want to apply for registration
through the Commoenwealth Attorney-General's (dfice and
beoome a celebrant. And once you'te pcoredited and
registersd, it's up to you what direction you want to take

You could specialise in anything from ceremonies
imcorpaorating Celthe handfasting rituals (vobving bring the
couple’s hamnds I.1.1:,.;-.'1|||.'1|. 10 SATTHE-SE |'n|!|.|||i|:n5.|-|.||: :
ceremaonies, or adventure ceremonies on mogntain tops in
skis, or on a whitewater raft. As time manches on, it seems
trips down the aisle will only get more wild



